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rehabilitation  services 


Many  people  in  our  society  are  losing  their  sight  for  a 
variety  of  reasons.  We  realize  that  this’ is  a  most  traumatic 
experience,  not  only  for  the  individuals  who  are  losing  their 
‘g  t  but  also  for  their  families  and  friends.  They  are 
confused  and  do  not  know  where  to  turn  for  help. 

The  Greater  New  York  Council  of  the  Blind,  an  affiliate  of 
the  American  Council  of  the  Blind,  is  a  self-help,  advocacy 
organization  seeking  to  promote  the  independence  and  dignity  of 
every  blind  or  visually  impaired  person  in  our  society. 

Many  of  us  have  been  through  the  experience  of  losing  our 
sight  and  having  to  adjust  to  this  loss.  This  brochure  has  been 
compiled  to  help  you  explore  the  services  which  may  assist  you 
in  coping  with  the  adjustment  period. 

Listed  below  are  many  of  the  services  we  have  found  helpful 

in  dealing  with  everyday  lifp  pq  ^  ^ 

ryaay  iite  as  a  blind  or  visually  impaired 

person. 

If  you  have  been  diagnosed  as  being  legally  blind,  we 
recommend  that  your  initial  contact  be  with  the  New  York  State 
‘ssion  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Handicapped  (CBVH) .  The 
New  York  State  Commission  is  the  primary  source  for  providing 
the  Mny  services  and  funding  which  you  will  need.  The  Commis¬ 
sion's  main  objective  is  to  reinstate  the  visually  impaired 
person  into  society.  Services  include  counseling,  consultation 
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and  referral,  educational  opportunities  and  training,  vocational 
evaluation  and  placement,  as  well  as  financial  assistance  to 
achieve  rehabilitation  of  the  individual.  (Address:  270 
Broadway,  New  York,  N.Y.  10007.  Telephone:  212-587-5227.) 

The  New  York  State  Office  of  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
(OVR)  is  a  state-wide  agency  which  serves  other  disability 
groups  as  well  as  visually  impaired  people  who  are  not  legally 
blind  and  therefore  are  not  sponsored  by  the  New  York  State. 
Commission  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Handicapped. 

This  agency,  too,  provides  a  wide  range  of  services  to 
assist  the  disabled  person  to  be  as  independent  as  possible. 

OVR  services  include  rehabilitation  and  vocational  training,  job 
placement  and  counseling  and  guidance,  educational  and  financial 
assistance.  (Address:  116  West  32  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001. 
Telephone:  212-563-6400.) 

Your  eligibility  and  specific  need  for  services  will  be 
determined  by  CBVH  or  OVR  and  you  will  be  referred  to  agencies 
that  can  best  meet  your  requirements. 

The  following  three  agencies  will  provide  rehabilitation, 
vocational,  educational  and  recreational  services  and  programs 
from  pre-school  children  through  the  senior  citizen  population. 
These  services  include  mobility  and  orientation  (cane  travel), 
communication  skills  (braille,  typing),  home  economics  and 
techniques  of  daily  living,  eye  care  and  corrective  lenses,  low 
vision  services,  personal  and  job  counseling. 
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Full-service  rehabilitation  agencies  covering  all  segments 
of  the  blind  and  visually  impaired  community,  including 
deaf-blind,  learning  disabled,  mentally  retarded  and  "orthope- 
dically  handicapped,  are  as  follows: 

Helen  Keller  Service  for  the  Blind  provides  help  for 
persons  who  are  legally  blind  and  reside  in  Brooklyn,  Queens, 
Staten  Island,  Nassau  and  Suffolk  Counties.  (Address:  57 
Willoughby  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  11201.  Telephone: 
718-522-2122.) 

Jewish  Guild  for  the  Blind  (JGB) .  (Address:  15  West  65 
Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10023.  Telephone:  212-595-2000.) 

New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  (Lighthouse).  (Address: 
111  East  59  Street,  New  York,  NY.  10022.  Telephone: 
212-355-2200.) 

Other  rehabilitation  agencies  are  as  follows : 

Catholic  Guild  for  the  Blind  is  a  multi-service  rehabilita¬ 
tion  agency  providing  help  for  individuals  of  all  ages  who  are 
legally  blind,  residing  in  all  boroughs  of  New  York  City  except 
Staten  Island.  Services  include  English  as  a  second  language, 
activities  of  daily  living,  communication  skills  (typing, 
braille) ,  mobility  and  orientation  (cane  travel) ,  tutoring  for 
the  High  School  Equivalency  Examination  in  English  and  in 
Spanish,  and  individual  counseling.  (Address:  1011  First 
Avenue,  New  York,  N.Y.  10022.  Telephone:  212-371-1000.) 
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Helen  Keller  National  Center  for  Deaf-Blind  Youths  and 
Adults  provides  comprehensive  services  solely  for  the 
deaf-blind.  (Address:  1011  Middleneck  Road,  Sands  Point,  N.Y. 
11050.  Telephone:  516-9A4-8900 . ) 

Visions/Services  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Impaired 
(formerly  Vacation  and  Community  Services  for  the  Blind) 
provides  at-home  ins truction  in  independent  living  skills 
(mobility  and  orientation,  housekeeping  skills,  personal  manage¬ 
ment)  for  adult  blind  people  and  furnishes  self-study  kits  (in 
large  print  and  on  cassette)  which  teach  these  skills.  This 
agency  operates  Vacation  Camp  for  the  Blind  in  Spring  Valley, 
N.Y.  and  also  assists  integration  of  blind  people  in  local 
senior  center  activities,  and  provides  information  and  referral, 
and  faliort-term  counseling  services.  (Address:  817  Broadway, 
11th  floor.  New  York,  N.Y.  10003.  Telephone:  212-477-3800.) 

EDUCATIONAL  SERVICES 


The  New  York  City  School  System  has  a  mainstreaming  program 
which  integrates  blind  and  visually  impaired  students  into  the 
overall  educational  system.  This  process  is  facilitated  by 
professionally  trained  special  education  teachers  using  appropri¬ 
ately  equipped  resource  rooms.  For  further  information  contact 
the  New  York  City  Board  of  Education,  Division  of  Special 
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Education.  (Address:  110  Livingston  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
11201.  Telephone:  718-935-2000.) 

Within  the  New  York  City  area,  there  are  two  private 
schools  specifically  geared  to  the  needs  of  the  blind  and 
visually  impaired  student.  These  schools  provide  a  multitude  of 
services  for  pre-school  children  through  high  school,  including 
programs  for  the  deaf-blind  and  multi-handicapped. 

Lavelle  School  for  the  Blind.  (Address:  221  Street  and 
Paulding  Avenue,  Bronx,  N.Y.  10A69.  Telephone:  212-882-1212.) 

New  York  Institute  for  Special  Education.  (Address:  999 
Pelham  Parkway,  Bronx,  N.Y.  10469.  Telephone:  212-519-7000.) 

For  further  information  regarding  educational  services 
contact  the  New  York  State  Commission  for  the  Blind  and  Visually 
Handicapped.  (Telephone  212-587-5227.) 

The  Child  Development  Center  is  a  city  and  state  licensed 
facility  serving  blind,  visually  impaired  and  multi-handicapped 
children  from  birth  to  six  years  of  age  and  their  families. 
Programs  include  parent-infant  training,  pre-school,  and 
education  program  for  two-to  six-year-olds,  music,  speech, 
language  therapy,  and  braille  instruction.  Home  visits  for 
teachers  and  other  staff  members  help  parents  create  appropriate 
safe  environments  and  planned  activities  consistent  with  school 
training.  (Address:  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  111 
East  59  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10022.  Telephone:  212-355-2200.) 


5 


EMPLOYMENT 


Often  when  an  individual  begins  to  lose  his  or  her  sight 
there  is  fear  of  the  inability  to  find  employment  or  to  continue 
previous  employment.  For  the  individual  who  has  never  been 
employed,  we  suggest  that  you  contact  the  New  York  State  Commis¬ 
sion  for  the  Blind  and  Visually  Handicapped  (Telephone: 
212-587-5227)  or  the  New  York  State  Office  of  Vocational  Rehabili¬ 
tation  (Telephone;  212-563-6400.)  The  purpose  of  this  referral 
is  to  assist  the  individual  in  assessing  his  or  her  skills, 
aptitudes,  interests  and  goals.  Once  these  prerequisites  have 
been  determined,  an  educational  or  vocational  plan  can  be  set  in 
motion. 

t 

In  some  cases  where  an  individual  is  presently  employed,  it 
may  only  require  certain  retraining,  some  modifications,  and 
perhaps  some  additional  aids  and  appliances  in  the  present  work 
situation  to  enable  the  individual  to  hold  on  to  the  job. 

However,  if  the  individual  is  unable  to  remain  in  the  same  field 
of  employment,  one  may  have  to  consider  a  change  of  career, 
which  might  involve  the  need  for  further  education,  retraining 
and  development  of  new  skills  in  order  to  pursue  other  job 
opportunities . 

The  following  are  some  agencies  which  will  be  helpful  to 
blind  and  visually  impaired  persons  seeking  appropriate  employ¬ 
ment  ; 
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International  Center  for  the  Disabled  (ICD)  seeks  to  place 
disabled  persons  in  competitive  employment.  Services  include 
job  skills  training  and  counseling.  (Address:  340‘  East  24 
Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10010.  Telephone:  212-679-0100.) 

Jewish  Guild  for  the  Blind  (JGB) ,  Placement  Service 
provides  resume  preparation,  role  playing  in  preparation  for 
interviews,  job  counseling  and  guidance,  work  site  counseling 
and  job  modifications,  and  job  solicitations.  Priority  is  given 
to  those  who  are  not  already  employed.  (Telephone: 

212-595-2000.) 

Just  One  Break  (JOB)  is  an  agency  which  strives  to  place 
disabled  workers  in  productive  careers  despite  any  visual, 
physical,  developmental  or  emotional  disability.  The  available 
services  include  counseling,  vocational  evaluation,  resume 
preparation,  a  job-seeking  workshop,  job  and  employer  solicita¬ 
tions,  follow-up  surveys  on  all  placed  applicants,  and  group 
sessions.  (Address:  373  Park  Avenue  South,  New  York,  N.Y. 

10016.  Telephone:  212-725-2500.) 

Project  Job  Site  was  established  to  provide  transitional 
employment  for  blind  and  visually  impaired  persons.  It  provides 
periods  of  subsidized  work  experience,  coupled  with  comprehensive 
supportive  services  which  include  job  analysis  and  modifications, 
work-site  orientation  and  counseling,  peer-group  meetings, 
placement  assistance  in  cases  where  the  temporary  employment 
cannot  become  permanent,  and  follow-up  service. 
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(Address:  22  West  38  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10018.  Telephone: 

212-944-0560.) 


HOUSING 


When  an  individual  starts  losing  his  or  her  sight,  it  may 
mean  many  changes  in  lifestyle.  However,  adaptation  and  adjust¬ 
ments  are  often  possible  in  one's  present  home  situation.  If, 
for  various  reasons,  a  housing  change  becomes  necessary,  we 
offer  the  following  suggestions:  (Of  course,  we  realize  that 
there  is  an  extreme  shortage  of  affordable  and  accessible 
housing  in  the  New  York  City  area.) 

Center  for  Independence  of  the  Disabled  in  New  York,  Inc. 
(CIDNY)  assists  disabled  persons  to  locate  suitable  and  afford¬ 
able  housing.  A  housing  specialist  provides  assistance  in 
applying  for  rent  subsidies,  apartment  or  house  accessibility 
modifications,  tenant  rights  information,  and  other  housing- 
related  details.  (Address:  853  Broadway,  Room  611,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10003.  Telephone:  212-674-2300.) 

The  Mayor's  Office  for  the  Handicapped  (MOH)  furnishes 
information  on  affordable,  available  and  accessible  housing  for 
the  disabled,  through  its  computerized  Housing  Data  Bank. 
(Address:  52  Chambers  Street,  Room  206,  New  York,  N.Y  10007. 

Telephone:  212-566-0972.) 
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Sells  Manor  provides  studio  and  one-bedroom  apartments  for 
blind,  visually  impaired  and  physically  disabled  persons  who 
meet  specific  financial  or  other  requirements.  For  further 
information  and  placement  on  a  waiting  list  contact  the  Associ¬ 
ated  Blind.  (Address:  135  West  23  Street,  New  York,  N.Y. 

10011.  Telephone:  212-255-1122.) 

j 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  sources,  we  suggest  the 
general  avenues  of  information,  such  as  the  classified  ads,  real 
estate  agents  and  word  of  mouth  recommendations. 

LOW  VISION  SERVICES 


The  majority  of  legally  blind  and  visually  impaired  persons 
have  some  degree  of  sight.  It  is  extremely  important  that  the 
partially  seeing  person  effectively  maintain  his  or  her  remaining 
vision  through  good  eye  care,  corrective  lenses  and  visual  aids 
and  appliances.  The  following  is  a  list  of  some  agencies  which 
may  help  the  partially  seeing  individual: 

Helen  Keller  Services  for  the  Blind,  Vision  Rehab  Services 
requires  that  the  individual  be  legally  blind.  (Telephone: 
718-522-2122. ) 

National  Association  for  Visually  Handicapped  (NAVH)  is  the 
only  nation-wide  health  agency  solely  devoted  to  the  partially 
seeing.  Its  services  include  a  large-print  lending  library,  an 
aids  and  appliance  showroom,  consultative  service,  self-help 
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discussion  groups,  and  information  and  referral.  (Address:  22 
West  21  Street,  6th  Floor,  New  York,  N.Y.  10010.  Telephone: 
212-889-3141. ) 

New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  (Lighthouse) ,  Low  Vision 
Lens  Service  requires  referral  by  a  doctor.  (Telephone: 
212-355-2200.) 

State  University  of  New  York  (SUNY)  College  of  Optometry, 
Low  Vision  Service  provides  vision  evaluation  and  services  and 
aids.  (Address:  100  East  24  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10010. 
Telephone:  212-420-5012.) 

For  other  services  and  information  contact  the  National 
Association  for  Visually  Handicapped. 

AIDS  AND  APPLIANCES 


There  are  many  places  where  one  may  purchase  aids  and 
appliances  which  will  assist  one  in  daily  living  skills, 
mobility,  recreation  and  communication.  Mentioned  below  are  a 
few  of  the  sources  which  will  provide  you  with  many  very 
important  materials,  such  as  canes,  specially  adapted  watches 
and  clocks,  useful  kitchen  aids,  and  specially  designed 
educational  and  recreational  equipment: 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  (AFB) .  (Address:  15 
West  16  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10011.  Telephone: 
212-620-2000.) 
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American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  (APH) .  (Address^ 

1839  Frankfort  Avenue,  Louisville,  Kentucky  40206.  Telephone: 
502-895-2405.) 

Science  Products  for  the  Blind.  (Address:  Box  A,  South¬ 
eastern,  Pennsylvania  19399.  Telephones:  215-296-2111  and  toll 
free:  800-822-7400.) 

Vis-Aids.  (Address:  102-09  Jamaica  Avenue,  Richmond  Hill, 
N.Y,  11418.  Telephone:  718-847-4734.) 

For  additional  information,  call  your  local  Library  for  the 
Blind  and  Physically  Handicapped. 

LIBRARY  SERVICES 


If  you  are  losing  your  sight,  you  may  be  afraid  that  you 
will  no  longer  be  able  to  read  independently.  But  this  need  not 
be  the  case.  The  Library  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handi¬ 
capped  provides  a  wide  range  of  books  and  magazines  on  cassette 
tape,  disc  and  in  braille  for  those  who  are  unable  to  read 
conventional  print  because  of  a  visual,  physical  or  learning 
disability.  Specially  adapted  cassette  and  record  players  are 
available,  free  of  charge,  on  loan  primarily  through  the  mail  to 
eligible  individuals.  The  Library  also  provides  information  and 
referral  services. 

Call  the  Library  at  212-925-1011,  Monday-Friday ,  9  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.  You  may  also  leave  a  message  on  their  24-hour  answering 
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machine  at  212-925-9699.  (Address:  166  Avenue  of  the  Americas, 
New  York,  N.Y.  10013.) 

It  should  be  noted  that  large-print  materials  *  are  not 
available  from  the  Library.  However,  you  may  borrow  these 
materials  from  your  local  public  library  branches,  NAVH,  or 
purchase  them  from  commercial  sources . 

Recording  for  the  BlitiS,  Inc.  (RFB)  provides  primarily 
educational,  professional  and  technical  books  for  all  ages, 
through  the  mail,  free  of  charge  on  non-commercial,  special- 
speed  cassettes  for  those  who  are  print-handicapped.  (Address; 
20  Roszel  Road,  Princeton,  N.J.  085A0.  Telephones: 

609-452-0606  and  toll  free:  800-221-4792  or  4793.) 

Among  other  providers  of  special-interest  library  materials 
are  the  following: 

Jewish  Braille  Institute  of  America,  Inc.  publishes  and 
distributes  secular  and  religious  materials  of  interest  to  the 
Jewish  community  in  braille,  on  cassette  and  disc  and  in  large 
print.  (Address:  110  East  30  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10016. 
Telephone:  212-889-2525.) 

Jewish  Guild  for  the  Blind,  Cassette  Library  provides 
contemporary  books  on  commercial  cassettes.  (Telephone: 
212-595-2000.) 

John  Milton  Society  for  the  Blind  publishes  and  distributes 
materials. of  interest  to  the  Protestant  community  in  braille, 
large  print,  on  disc  and  cassette.  (Address:  475  Riverside- 
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Drive,  Room  249,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115.  Telephone: 

212-870-3335.) 

New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  (Lighthouse)  provides 
information  and  referral  service,  a  small  lending  library  of 
braille  and  recorded  books,  and  limited  volunteer  taping  of 
special  materials.  (Telephone:  212-355-2200.) 

4 

RECREATION 

An  important  facet  of  anyone's  life  is  participation  in 
recreational  and  social  activities.  Losing  one's  sight  does  not 
mean  that  one  has  to  be  deprived  of  these  interests.  Some  of 
the  recreational  organizations  which  provide  a  varied  selection 
of  leisure  time  activities  are  as  follows: 

National  Theater  Workshop  for  the  Handicapped  offers  expert 
theatrical  training  and  job  opportunities  for  the  disabled. 
(Address:  106  West  57  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10019.  Telephone: 

212-757-8549. ) 

New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  (Lighthouse)  offers  a 
wide  range  of  activities : 

The  Adult  Leisure  Education  Program  gives  classes  in 
physical  fitness,  arts  and  crafts,  drama,  social  dancing  and  the 
like.  (Telephone:  212-355-2200.) 

The  Lighthouse  Music  School  offers  a  wide  range  of  musical 
instruction.  (Telephone:  212-355-2200.) 
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The  Lighthouse  Older  Recreation  Program  has  activities  for 
blind  and  visually  impaired  senior  citizens,.  (Address:  Queens 
Lighthouse,  60-05  Woodhaven  Blvd. ,  Elmhurst,  N.Y.  11373. 
Telephone:  718-899-9100.) 

The  Lighthouse  Vacation  Center  provides  a  summer  vacation 
program.  (Telephone:  718-899-9100.) 

Ski  for  Light  is  a  non-profit  organization  which  provides 
instruction  and  experiences  in  cross-country  skiing,  rock 
climbing,  'beep'  ball  games,  horseback  riding,  canoeing  and 
other  sports.  (Address:  1A55  West  Lake  Street,  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota  55A08.  Telephone:  612-827-3232.) 

Theater  Access  Project,  which  is  part  of  the  Theater 
Development  Fund,  provides  listings  and  discount  tickets  to  a 
wide  variety  of  entertainment  activities,  e.g.,  theater, 
concerts,  dance  recitals  and  the  like.  (Address:  1501 
Broadway,  New  York,  N.Y.  10036.  Telephone:  212-221-0013.) 

j 

Camp  Wapanacki  offers  a  camping  experience  for  children  and 
adults  covering  such  recreational  activities  as  downhill  and 
cross-country  skiing,  boating,  outings  and  various  interesting 
games.  (Address:  R.R.  1,  Box  1086,  Hardwick,  Vermont  05843. 
Telephone:  212-519-7000.) 
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GUIDE  DOG  SCHOOLS 


Many  people  choose  to  use  guide  dogs  as  a  means  of  getting 
about  safely  and  independently.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
schools  which  provide  mobility  training  with  a  guide  dog  in  the 
greater  New  York  area: 

Fidelco  Guide  Dog  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc.  (Address: 
P.O.  Box  142,  Bloomfield,  Connecticut  06002.  Telephone: 
203-243-5200.) 

Guiding  Eyes  for  the  Blind.  (Address:  611  Granite  Springs 
Road,  Yorktown  Heights,  N.Y.  10598.  Telephone:  914-245-4024.) 

Guide  Dog  Foundation  for  the  Blind.  (Address:  371  East 
Jericho  Turnpike,  Smithtown,  N.Y.  11787.  Telephone: 
516-265-2121.) 

Seeing  Eye,  Inc ., (Address :  P.O.  Box  375,  Morristown,  N.J. 
07960.  Telephone:  201-539-4425.) 

CONSUMER  GROUPS 


The  following  are  a  few  organizations  of  disabled  people 
which  offer  their  members  many  opportunities  to  share  and 
exchange  experiences  and  ideas  and  to  work  together  in  a  common 
cause : 

The  American  Council  of  the  Blind  (ACB)  is  a  national, 
self-help  advocacy  organization  seeking  to  promote  the  indepen- 
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dence  and  effective  participation  of  blind  and  visually  impaired 
persons  in  society.  It  publishes  the  "Braille  Forum",  monthly, 
in  large  print,  in  braille  and  on  cassette.  (Address:  National 
Headquarters,  1010  Vermont  Avenue,  N.W. ,  Suite  1100,  Washington, 
D.C.  20005.  Telephones:  202-393-3666,  business  hours,  and  toll 
free:  800-424-8666,  3  p.m.  to  5  p.m.,  weekdays.) 

For  the  latest  legislative  and  governmental  news,  call  the 
Washington  Connection,  an  educational  and  information  service  of 
the  American  Council  of  the  Blind.  (Telephone:  202-393-3664, 
24-hours,  seven  days  a  week.) 

The  Greater  Mew  York  Council  of  the  Blind  is  a  New  York 
City  affiliate  of  the  American  Council  of  the  Blind  and  provides 
an  open  forum  for  any  person  interested  in  promoting  the 
independence  of  blind  and  visually  impaired  persons.  (Address: 
Letter  Box  63,  480  Second  Avenue,  New  York,  N.Y.  10016. 
Telephone:  212-213-0422,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  or  Kathleen 
Mulvaney,  135  W.  23  Street,  New  York,  NY  10011.  Telephone: 
212-675-1830,  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.) 

Disabled  in  Action  (DIA)  is  a  civil  rights  organization 
composed  of  people  with  various  disabilities  as  well  as  those 
who  share  in  its  goals.  It  publishes  the  "DIA  Activist"  in  ink 
print  and  on  cassette.  (Address:  P.O.  Box  1273,  Stuyvesant 
Station,  New  York,  N.Y.  10009.  Telephone:  718-261-3737.) 

The  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  (NFB)  publishes  the 
"Braille  Monitor"  monthly,  in  ink  print,  in  braille  and  on 
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talking  book  disc.  (Address:  National  Office,  1800  Johnson 
Street,  Baltimore,  Maryland  21230.  Telephone:  301-659-9314.) 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  (AFB)  serves  as  a 
national  clearinghouse  for  information  about  blindness.  It 
promotes  education  and  research  in  the  field,  offers 
consultation  services,  sells  aids  and  appliances,  and  trains 
professional  personnel.  (Address:  15  West  16  Street,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10011.  Telephone:  212-620-2000.) 

In  Touch  Network,  Radio  Reading  Service  for  the  Blind  and 
Physically  Handicapped  offers  24  hours  of  reading  of  newspapers, 
bestsellers,  books,  and  articles  from  magazines.  A  special 
closed  circuit  radio  receiver  is  available  at  little  or  no  cost. 
(Address:  322  West  48  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10036.  Telephone: 

212-586-5588.) 

Mayor's  Office  for  the  Handicapped  (MOH) ,  New  York  City, 
covers  a  large  cross-section  of  the  disabled  community. 

Services  include  counseling,  information  and  referral,  advocacy, 
employment  counseling  and  job  training,  and  housing  assistance. 
(Address:  52  Chambers  Street,  Room  206,  New  York,  N.Y.  10007. 

Telephone:  212-566-0972.) 

The  New  York  City  Reduced  Fare  Program  for  the  Handicapped 
enables  any  disabled  individual  to  travel  at  a  reduced  rate  on 
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city  subways,  buses,  Long  Island  Railroad,  Amtrak,  Metro  North 
and  other  participating  rail  and  bus  lines.  (Address;  280 
Broadway,  Room  704,  New  York,  N.Y.  10007.  Telephone; 
212-433-5265.) 

The  New  York  Telephone  Company  offers  a  directory 
assistance  exemption  program  for  the  handicapped.  Call  your 
local  telephone  company  business  office  for  an  application. 

CONCLUSION 


This  brochure  was  compiled,  published  and  distributed  by 
the  Greater  New  York  Council  of  the  Blind. 

Your  tax-deductible  contributions  to  the  American  Council 
of  the  Blind  will  enable  us  to  achieve  wider  distribution  of 
this  brochure,  as  well  as  promoting  public  awareness  and 
education  and  furthering  the  civil  rights  of  blind  and  visually 
impaired  persons.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  the  American 
Council  of  the  Blind  and  send  to;  ACB,  Letter  Box  63,  480 
Second  Avenue,  New  York,  N.Y.  10016. 
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